
Port of Civitavecchia and LNGEurope Join Efforts 

on LNG “Truck to Ship” Bunkering  

Friday May 16, 2014: The Port of Civitavecchia has taken the lead on LNG bunkering, promoted by 

the ConferenzaGNL, and in assistance with the Dutch company LNGEurope B.V., in granting the fist 

LNG bunkering operation permit at the port of Civitavecchia. This is the first time ever that an 

Italian port has given permission for LNG TtS Bunkering. 

After bunkering the world first LNG-powered tug in Zeebrugge, the world’s second LNG-powered sea 

going tug, the Bokn of Buksér og Berging AS, was bunkered by LNGEurope at the Port of Civitavecchia 

(Rome) on Friday May 16
th

 2014. The Port of Civitavecchia has become the first port to perform Truck 

to Ship bunkering of LNG to a seagoing vessel within an Italian coastal port or any port in Italy and 

this part of the Mediterranean. 

M/T Bokn is the second identical tug ordered by the Norwegian Buksér og Berging AS at Sanmar 

Shipyard in Turkey. In order to arrive at her destination, Karsto in Norway, the Bokn bunkers in Italy, 

Spain and Belgium. At Karsto the Bokn will serve her long term contract for Statoil. To fuel up on LNG 

for her maiden trip, the ship will be calling at the ports of Civitavecchia, Cartagena, Vigo and 

Zeebrugge. The bunkering activity in both Civitavecchia and Zeebrugge will be executed by the 

experienced team of LNGEurope.  

The LNG fuelling operation was executed by one of LNGEurope’s trailers. The trailer is positioned 

alongside the ship and connected to the ship’s fuel tank. Truck-to-Ship Bunkering of LNG has been 

proven to be easy, flexible, safe and cost effective. 

Figuur 1 LNG truck to ship bunkering: safe, reliable, cost effective and efficient 



The maritime sector is confronted with strict emissions regulations. This has resulted in significant 

interest for LNG as a maritime fuel. The Bokn emits nearly 30 percent less CO2 and up to 90 percent 

less NOx than conventional ships. Noise is reduced by 70%. Smoke, soot and particulate matter are 

not emitted at all. 

This first Truck to Ship bunkering at Civitavecchia was prepared and planned in cooperation with the 

Civitavecchia Port Authority, the Harbor Master, the Fire Fighting Department, ConferenzaGNL, 

Wilhelmsen Ships Agency – Genova Head Office. 

Calogero Giuseppe Burgio, Environmental & Technological Development Division, Director of Port 

of Civitavecchia: “This LNG bunkering operation is of the greatest importance to the port of 

Civitavecchia. Firstly, we show that we are in the fore front of developments and secondly we are 

proud to have the first LNG truck-to-ship bunkering in Italy. ” 

Paolo D’Ermo, Program Manager, ConferenzaGNL: “This bunkering operation is of great significance 

to Italy. It shows that the LNG as a ship fuel is a safe and sustainable solution that is gaining 

international importance. ConferenzaGNL will give the proper visibility within the Italian stakeholders 

to this historical step in the LNG use for maritime transport in Italy. This operation will help us address 

the acceptance issues related to the use of LNG for transport during the activity of the ConferenzaGNL 

Project 2014-2015 .” 

Koos Blaazer, General Manager of LNGEurope b.v.: “This successful bunkering operation confirms 

the belief of LNGEurope that these safe bunkering operations will become routine for a steadily 

growing fleet of LNG fuelled ships, not only in Civitavecchia, but worldwide.” 

Background: 

on the ship: http://www.bube.no/Technology/LNG-Powered-Escort-Tugs 

on the bunker-operations, see: http://www.lngeurope.eu/lngeurope-supplies-lng-

world%E2%80%99s-first-lng-powered-tug 

About the port of Civitavecchia 

Situated in the heart of the Mediterranean, the Rome and Lazio Port Network, consisting of 

Civitavecchia, Fiumicino and Gaeta, has following the expansion of the Port Authority of 

Civitavecchia's area of influence, which began in 2002 and was completed in 2003, become the 

foundation stone for the construction of the "Lazio logistics platform".  

 

LNG as a maritime fuel, according with several studies conducted by Civitavecchia Port Authority, will 

improve air quality in/nearby port area. Port Authority has planned to install, in the northern area of 

the harbor, a LNG bunkering station to supply vessels calling Civitavecchia, following indication 

coming from EU. www.portofrome.it 

About ConferenzaGNL (Conference on LNG for Transport in Italy and the Mediterranean Area)  

ConferenzaGNL, promoted by Symposia in collaboration with World Energy Council Italy, represent 

the sole Italian multi-stakeholders initiative gathering institutions, companies, associations and 

experts committed in the development of the LNG as a fuel for land and maritime transport in Italy 

and the Mediterranean Area. Every year ConferenzaGNL hosts an international Conference on LNG 

for transports and several workshops addressing specific themes. The Third ConferenzaGNL will be 

held in May 2015, in Italy.  www.conferenzagnl.com           



About LNGEurope bv 

LNGEurope b.v., founded in 2008, delivers LNG for road transport, shipping and industry. The 

company focuses on developing LNG fuelling stations for trucks and LNG bunker facilities for the 

shipping industry in European main land, while sister company ENNCleanEnergy serves UK.  

LNGEurope is part of ENN Energy Holdings (HK2688). ENN supplies LNG as truck and bunker fuel on a 

global scale, with extensive operations in Asia, America and Europe.  www.LNGEurope.eu 

for further comments: blaazer@LNGEurope.eu  

for a video of the bunker-operations, see: http://www.lngeurope.eu/lngeurope-supplies-lng-

world%E2%80%99s-first-lng-powered-tug 

Amsterdam: 2014, May 16. 

 

 


